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Dear Ms. Copelon,

 Thank you for your letr of 27 May 1997, and the enclosed capy of the amicus
curiae brigf that was submitted to the Internatione] Criminal Tribugal for Rwanda in the
matter of Mt. Akayesu.

Tn early Jume, as & result of newly uncovered evidence, the trial attommeys were
directed to file for leave to amend the indictment W iuchwis counts of rape snd other forms

of sexual violence.

On 17 June 1997, the Trial Chamber granted our moticy for leave to amend the
indictment. 16 the same hearing, the Trial Chambers found that & prima facie case existed
and thus confirmed the amended mdictment. The trial of Mr. Akayesu is rescheduted for
22 October 1997, ot which time the sccused will enter a plca to the charges of scxual
violence. 1 am confidont that the prosecution will prevail on proving that sexual violemce
gcourred in the Tuba Prefecture during the genocide and that Mr. Akayesu was in pasition of
auﬂm:ityinreiationmﬂ:esubjectmatwrafthenewchmgm

I weloume the oonstrustive dinlogue between the Office of the Prosecutor and
dedicated women’s andhumanzightsorganiwionsm}mstaken place gince I took up my
responsibilities, almost one year ago. Deputy Prosecutor Bernard Muna shares this view.
Togother we are grateful for the support you have givep to the ICTR mendate to mvestigate
and prosecuts crimes of sexual violence,

Bingerely,

Justice Louise Arbowr
Prosecutor

Mz, Khonda Copelon
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